
Book Group Questions for Dear Thing by Julie Cohen



1. Do you think that Claire and Ben want to have a baby for the right reasons? 


2. How do you feel about Ben’s decision to take up Romily’s offer? Is he acting out of selfishness, or hope? 


3. Do you sympathise with Romily, or do you disagree with her decision to carry Ben and Claire’s baby? Why?


4. Did your feelings change about Claire and Romily and their decisions as the book went on?


5. ‘We are mothers. We do battle with nappies and Calpol. Look upon our offspring, ye mighty, and despair.’

What different kinds of parents and parent-figures did you notice in the book? Which can you most identify with? Do you think the portrayals are realistic?


6. What do you think are the purpose of the letters to ‘Dear Thing’? Did they change your perceptions of the two heroines? What about the final letter, at the end?


7. ‘Perhaps she should define herself by her body, her faulty body that was able to play music and bake cakes and assemble and disassemble an entire room of furniture but wasn’t able to create life.’ 

How do both women struggle with their feelings about their bodies?  


8. What do you think is the significance of the title? Does it refer to anything other than the letters?


9. Were you satisfied with the ending of the book? What do you think the future holds in store for the two families, and their relationship with each other?
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